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LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES
The Elders and Pastor Colageo have confirmed the following special worship services:
Ash Wednesday, February 14 – 7 p.m. service with Holy Communion (Dinner preceding)
Wednesdays, February 21, 28 and March 7, 14 & 21 – 7 p.m. Vespers service - all with Holy Communion
Palm Sunday, Sunday, March 25 – 10 a.m. Divine service with Holy Communion
Maundy Thursday, March 29 – 7 p.m. service with Holy Communion
Good Friday, March 30
12 noon  Good Friday service
7 p.m.  Tenebrae service
(NO Holy Communion)
Sunday, April 1 – 10 a.m. Easter Festival Divine service with Holy Communion

THE IMMANUEL MESSENGER

February 2018

Pastor’s article

……

Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Heavenly Father and from our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ –
Beloved members and friends of Immanuel,
And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only. 9And as they were
coming down the mountain, He charged them to tell no one what they had seen, until the Son of Man had
risen from the dead. Mark 9:8-9
That’s the last verse from the Transfiguration of Christ this month. This is the reason we frequently end
the service with “Alleluia, Songs of Gladness” (LSB 417)
When we read the Bible, we find ourselves in a world of paradox. A paradox is a statement that may
appear to be self-contradictory or silly, but which includes a latent truth. Jesus has had light coming out of
His body through His clothes, and while He has their rapt attention, He talks about rising from the DEAD.
We descend the “Holy Mountain” along with the three privileged disciples, after Jesus has proved to them
and us that He is God, and we sing a sad hymn. Why do we need paradoxes? Why highs amidst lows,
and vice versa?
We can explain it with the paradox which is all our hope, that defines the Christian: We, who were lost and
without hope and without God in the world; we, who were dead in trespasses and sins; we, who did not
seek God- no, not one, we believers fully expect to parade into Paradise with robes and crowns. One great
paradox deserves another:
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Like the metamorphosis of the God-Man on the mountain, so that they see the God who dwells in
unapproachable light, who will be nailed up and cursed, declaring Himself, “a worm, and not a man.”
And another: The Transfigured Jesus who showed that God would die had to prove that He did die once
He rose.
And another: The Transfiguration narrative occurs in the midst of three prophecies of Jesus’ sufferings.
And another: The one who created the world became the seed that fell into the ground and died.
And another: One of us ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father
And another: The Son of God was tempted; The Son of Man overcame the devil.
When we climb the mountain with Peter, James, and John, we will experience paradox that ends in
wonder.
“Listen to Him.”
When we come back down, and follow Jesus to Jerusalem, we will experience paradox that ends in
Heaven.
“He saved others, He cannot save Himself.”
Once we come down from the mountain, we will have six Wednesdays and six Sundays to explore these
paradoxes before the Great Sabbath, Holy Week, the climax and center of the Church year.
I hope to see you.
In Jesus’ love.
+Pastor
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From the Elders…
Epiphany greetings in the name of Jesus!
During the month of February, we see the seasons of the Church Year change from Epiphany to Lent.
Transfiguration Sunday is on February 11 and we look at Jesus setting His face toward Jerusalem and His ultimate
glorification. Ash Wednesday is on February 14 and we begin the 40-day season of Lent. We invite you join us at
Diving Service at 7 PM on the 14th to begin following our Lord in the path to His crucifixion.
In my note last month, I suggested that a way to stay in the Word was to read something every day. Since that
note was published, I found a resource that I have shared with Tammy, our church secretary, so that she can share
it with those of you who would like some guidance in this endeavor. The LCMS has published a three-year calendar
that walks you through the Bible with daily readings. If you would like to have it sent to you, please let Tammy
know so she can send it your way. For those of you who have access to a computer, you can find the calendars on
the church website.
I pray that your being in the Word will enrich your life each and every day.
In His service,

Doug Gootee,
For the Board of Elders
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Lift Every Voice
Hymn: “Alleluia, Song of Gladness” LSB # 417
Text: Latin, 11th C. Trans. John Mason Neale (1818-1866)
Tune: Lauda Anima, John Goss (1800-1866), Composer
Scripture Ref.: Ps. 137: 1-6 Rev. 19: 1-8
Sunday, February 11, 2018 is observed as the Last Sunday before Lent. But this Sunday has had many names over time. When I first
came to the Lutheran church it was called Quinquagesima (see TLH); the meaning in Latin? you guessed it, Last Sundey before Lent.
In our Lutheran churches it is now designated as “The Transfiguration of Our Lord” and yes, it is the last Sunday before Lent. Which
brings us to this hymn chosen for this month. Its all about that word, Alleluia, broadly meaning ‘praise the Lord’ or ‘praise ye Yahweh’
from the Hebrew.
The ending in verse 3 is this: “for the solemn time is coming, when our tears for sin must flow” meaning, of course the penitential
time of Lent when we must forgo the triumphal cry of Holy Church, “Alleluia”. Gone are the joyful sounds and words of Christmastide
and Epiphany in Liturgy and hymns alike. Instead, the Church is coaxed towards thoughts of repentance as we follow our Blessed Lord
on his journey from the mount of Transfiguration through the trials of Gethsemane and Pilate’s court to the hill of Golgotha.
Alleluias will be heard again in the triumphal songs of Easter.
“O happy fault (Felix culpa) that earned for us so great, so glorious a Redeemer” (The Vigil of Easter, Exaltet)
Composer John Goss was an organist at St. Paul Cathedral in London and a hymn writer. One of his more well-known hymns is “Praise
My Soul, the King of Heaven: LSB # 793. As a teacher of music, a student of his was Arthur Sullivan of the operetta team of Gilbert
and Sullivan.
John Mason Neale is known for his work in translation of many favorite hymns and carols such as “O come, O Come Immanuel”, “All
Glory Laud and Honor”. “Good King Wenceslaus” “Of the Father’s World Begotten” just to name a few.

Dick C.
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40 Days for Life Kick Off Rally  The Spring 40 DFL kick off rally
will be on February 11th from 2 - 3:30 pm at Ste. Marie ChurchMontminy Hall (lower level). Make this your best Lent ever by
participating in 40 Days for Life! Be inspired by renowned pro-life speaker Catherine Adair, former Planned
Parenthood worker turned pro-life activist. Enjoy music, food and fellowship. All are welcome. 40 Days for
Life is a compassionate, peaceful prayer vigil held outside of Planned Parenthood in Manchester.
Participants sign up to pray for an hour or more at 40daysforlife.com/manchester. This year the vigil will be
held starting on Feb 14th, Ash Wednesday, and ending on March 25th, Palm Sunday. Questions? Talk to
Stephen or Beth Scaer or visit 40daysforlife.com/manchester

UPCOMING EVENTS TO WATCH FOR:
Ash Wednesday Soup and Salad Supper  On Ash Wednesday, Feb. 14th, we will have a Soup and Salad Supper
before our Ash Wednesday service. The soup and salad will be provided. For planning purposes, please sign-up on the
sheet on the bulletin board in the Fellowship hallway if you plan to attend. There will be a free-will offering. This will be the
only Wednesday evening pre-service with dinner.
Change of Date!!!  It has come to our attention that the original date for the hockey game
conflicts with the NFL playoffs. So, we are rescheduling to Sunday, March 11th at 3 p.m.
The cost is $16. for adults & $12. for children. Please see Cindy Grenier if you have any
questions.

We’re looking for a few good ideas!  The Activities Board is currently in the planning stages for group outings and would
like to open it up to any members who may some ideas for fun outings or onsite activities. If you have any suggestions,
please write your idea below or you can speak directly to Cindy Grenier or Karen Colageo, Activity Board Co-chairpersons.
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“and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also- not the removal of dirt from the body but
the pledge of a clear conscience toward God.
It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”
1 Peter 3:21
Pastor Colageo conducting the baptisms of Efraimu Alphonse, Calvin Joachim Kanyegere and Henry Parker Morbey.
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Preschool News
We have had warm days and snowy days this month. Our January classrooms are decorated with snowmen
and snowflakes, white play-dough, the letters D, B, R and J, and lots of shapes and numbers. A donut
shop, hot cocoa station and a forest were transformed in our dramatic play areas. Friends enjoyed buying
and selling donuts, making hot cocoa for friends and playing We’re Going On a Bear Hunt! Our little
preschoolers have some wonderful imaginations.
Our Bible lessons have taught us that Jesus was once a small child and played with toys, went to school and church, and
helped his parents. We learned about Jesus' baptism and God's voice telling the people that Jesus was His Son and that
He loved Jesus. Our month ended with Jesus choosing His 12 helpers and how Jesus blessed the little children who came
to see Him! We have a generous Father in Heaven who loves us so much that He gave us His Son, Jesus! It is good to
learn that Jesus was once a little boy who grew up to do His Father's bidding and to be our Savior.
February will be a busy month with hearts, pink, more letters and numbers, music class and a sweet
Valentine’s Day parties!
PRESCHOOL PRAYER PARTNERS – We have two new friends and we are need of prayer partners;
please contact Tammy or Cristina if you are interested. Thank you so much for praying for the little
children in our school. If you would like to send a note to your child, please leave your note in the
preschool mailbox and we’ll deliver it during the school week.
PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT - We need your help letting family, friends, and neighbors know about our preschool! We
have already started enrolling children for the 2018-2019 school year. We would love to show prospective families our
school and tell them about the wonderful learning experiences at our school! Prospective families can call Cristina Kearns
at 622-0309 to arrange for a tour of our school. If you know of a family that may be interested in our school, please share
our information with them!
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Thank you to all of you who participated in the Immanuel Christian Preschool Little Caesars
Fundraiser. With your help in purchasing pizza kits or just making a generous donation, we
we’re able to make a profit of $550! The money earned will go toward our tuition assistance
fund to help further spread the gospel to our littlest community. As always, we appreciate
your support in helping us make the “Little Caesars Pizza Kit Fundraiser” a great success!

GOOD SEARCH INTERNET SEARCH ENGINE – This is an on-going fundraiser activity for our preschool.
Whenever you need to do an internet search, please use GOOD SEARCH instead of Google or Yahoo. When
you first use GOOD SEARCH, you can designate “Immanuel Christian School, Manchester, NH” as your
fundraising charity. Please tell others about this!
NH FOOD BANK –
FEBRUARY DONATION – TUNA

MARCH DONATION – SUGAR

Immanuel Christian Preschool will be collecting items to donate to the New Horizons Soup Kitchen in Manchester.
If you would like to donate, items can be placed in the designated collection box in the preschool gathering space.
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February 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday 2/1
6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal

Friday 2/2

Saturday 2/3

2/4 5th Sunday a.
Epiphany
9 am Sunday School and
Adult Bible study
10 am Divine Service
with Holy Communion
2/11 Transfiguartion of
Our Lord
9 am Sunday School and
Adult Bible study
10 am Divine Service
with Holy Communion
2/18 1st Sunday in Lent

2/5

2/6

2/7

2/8

2/9

2/10

5 pm Confirmation Class

6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal

6pm Heritage
Quilt Guild(FH)

2/12

6:30pm
Property
Board
Meeting(FH)
2/13

2/14

2/15

2/16

6:30
Preschool
Board Meeting

5 pm Confirmation Class
7 pm Ash Wed. service

6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal

2/20

2/21

2/22

5 pm Confirmation Class
7 pm Lenten service

6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal

2/19

9 am Sunday School and
Adult Bible study
10 am Divine Service
with Holy Communion
2/25 2nd Sunday in Lent

2/26

9 am Sunday School and
Adult Bible study
10 am Divine Service
with Holy Communion

6:30pm
Stamp
Club(FH)

2/27

2/17
8:30am to 11:30am
Church Council Meeting
(FH)

2/23

2/24

2/28
NO Confirmation Class
7 pm Lenten service

Attention church officers, board chairs, and other group leaders: As you plan your meetings and events, please contact the church office to
add to the calendar and make sure there are no scheduling conflicts. Even if events are not held at Immanuel, we’d like a calendar that shows all
of Immanuel’s activities so that anyone who’s not currently a member of your group will feel welcome and know when to attend.
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People serving at Divine Service February 2018

Date

Usher

Donna Houle,
Katie Palmer,
2/4/2018 Hans Larsson

Acolyte

Communion
Assistant

Kevin Mange

Jim Mange,
Howard Helwig

Rick Otte, Tim
Sanderson, Jim
2/11/2018 Mange

Lector

Greeters

Altar Care

Kent Freshour

Dick & Maria Love

Karen Colageo,
Marcia Blakeman

Volunteer

James Wilkie, Dan
Blakeman

Kevin Mange

Rev. Mark & Gwen
Oien

Donna Houle &
Marina Kirsch

Dick & Lyn
Buechsenschuetz,
2/18/2018 David King

Gabriel
Robinson

Kent Freshour,
Doug Gootee

Ed Flaherty

James & Wendy
Wilkie

Rita Hennessy,
Cynthia Grenier

James Wilkie, Ed
Flaherty, Richard
2/25/2018 Campbell

Kevin Mange

Jim Mange, Rick
Otte

Joel Applegate

John & Pauline
Hamann

Wendy Wilkie &
Roseann Helwig
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FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY BAPTISMAL

FEBRUARY

BIRTHDAYS

BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

2 claire Flaherty

23 Richard Campbell

11 Marcia Blakeman
17 Brenda Melendy
18 Phil Zimmerman
19 John Hamann
20 Masabo Alphonse
21 Dan Blakeman
24 Kevin Mange
26 Paul Scheuner

12
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Become a New Investor in LCEF and Help Immanuel Save Money
At our last annual Voters’ Meeting, we agreed to refinance the mortgage on the church and
borrow an additional $100,000 for some much-needed repairs and updates (such as repairs and
improvements to the parking lot and sidewalks) around the church facilities. Our loan is through
the Lutheran Church Extension Fund. We can receive a rebate through LCEF’s Shared Blessings
program after we refinance. As members of Immanuel Lutheran Church, we can each invest in church
growth through LCEF and receive a return on our investments.
Your investment also enables Immanuel to receive a larger rebate. When we have at least 35% of
our members invested, we can maximize our rebate. New investors will receive special interest rates
as an added incentive. For children under 18, investing can begin with as little as $25 and will earn
3.5% on the first $1000 invested. Because children cannot own the investment outright, a
custodian of the investment is named along with a co-custodian. That is potentially three new
investors with one single investment! New adult investors also receive a special rate of 3.0% on
the first $5000 with a two-year note. These can be opened with at least $500 and additional
amounts can be added along the way.
Please consider opening a new investment account to help us meet the 35% participation goal.
Brenda Bacon, our New England District LCEF Assistant Vice-President will be on hand at the LCEF
coffee hour after church on February 11. If you want to invest sooner, an application can be
downloaded from LCEF.org by clicking on Invest now. If you have any questions, you can reach
out to Doug and Marcia Gootee, our LCEF advocates, at 548-0262. You can also contact a
knowledgeable LCEF representative at 800-THE-LCEF. Current interest rates are available in our
monthly newsletter or on the web at LCEF.org.
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Lutheran Church Extension Fund – Have You Invested Yet?
Join the other Immanuel members that have
already invested in LCEF These funds are
used in the New England District to make
loans to our sister churches to build or
remodel churches, schools and parsonages.
While your money is doing this important
work, you earn a competitive rate of return.
This is the only investment you can make that
is designated solely to further God’s
kingdom as we are directed by the Great
Commission. All LCEF investments have two
things in common: 1) LCEF loans funds to
ministries of the LCMS and 2) LCEF
investments pay a competitive rate of
interest.
Simply put, with an LCEF investment,
investors get the added satisfaction of
knowing that your investment supports
ministry; your dollars are working to build the
kingdom of God. We call this Spiritually
Responsible Investing. Your investment
funds not only help build churches, schools,
seminaries, Synodical colleges, and more,
but are also available to you and your family
when you need them.
Special Programs for new investors: The
Young Investors’ Club – helps teach
children about Discipleship and Stewardship
by making it possible to invest in church
growth. This investment for investors under
the age of 19 has an added incentive for
saving on the first $1000 invested! The
Connect PLUS! Two-Year Fixed Term Note
provides a special rate for New Investors on
the first $5000 invested and a great rate on
anything over the initial $5000.
Check the rates for details.

Contact Doug and Marcia Gootee, Immanuel’s
LCEF representatives at (603) 548-0262 for
more information, or contact LCEF directly at
1-800-THE-LCEF or log on to www.LCEF.org.
Here are the interest rates that have been set for

February 2018:
Term Notes
(a certificate of deposit - $500 minimum deposit):
Six months:
0.625%
(0.626% APY)
Nine months:
0.750%
(0.752% APY)
One Year:
1.500%
(1.508% APY)
Eighteen Months: 1.625%
(1.635% APY)
Two years:
1.750%
(1.762% APY)
Three years:
1.875%
(1.888% APY)
Four years:
2.125%
(2.142% APY)
Five years:
2.500%
(2.524% APY)
Partner PLUS!
Two years Up to $25,000: 2.000% (2.015% APY)
Four years Up to $25,000: 2.500% (2.524% APY)
Four years Over $25,000: 1.125% (1.131% APY)
Connect PLUS! Two-Year Fixed ($500 minimum
deposit)
Up to $5,000:
3.000% (3.034% APY)
Over $5,000:
1125% (1.131% APY)
Floating Rate Term Notes
(A certificate of deposit - $100 minimum deposit)
Thirty months: 1.875%
(1.888% APY)
Sixty months: 2.250%
(2.269% APY)
Dedicated Certificates
(a savings account - $10 minimum deposit)
Less than $1,000 bal.: 0.250%
(0.250% APY)
$1,000 to $5,000 bal.: 0.375%
(0.376% APY)
Over $5,000 balance: 0.500%
(0.501% APY)
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(These are limited-transaction checking accounts.)
Y.I. Steward Account
(Young Investors under 18)
$25 - $999.99
3.500%
$1000 and over:
1.125%

(3.557% APY)
(1.131% APY)

Family Emergency Steward Account*
$25 minimum deposit: 1.125% (1.131% APY)
*monthly electronic transfers required until balance
reaches $10,000
Regular Steward Account
($100 minimum deposit)
Less than $1,000:
0.500%
$1,000 - $5,000:
0.625%
$5,000 - $10,000:
0.750%
$10,000 and over:
1.000%

(0.501% APY)
(0.627% APY)
(0.753% APY)
(1.005% APY)

The mission of the Lutheran Church
Extension Fund is to provide opportunity to
make funds and services available in support
of the Great Commission through the
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod.

